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Drug Stereoebendalry-At&M MethotIa and Pharmacology, Second IMItIon: I. W, WaNga (editor), Del&r, New York, 
1993. Pages xvi + 425. USSMS,a), ISBN o-8247-gSI82. 

The new edition of this book (Number 18 in the ClinicaI Pharmacotogy a&s9 supew&m the original (Number 1 I) edition. 
Its appearance is timely due to the incur interest in single-isomer drugs as &own by the appearance of two new &mm&: 
C~~~~ and ~e~r~~ ~~~~. texts dealing with &is topic am assured ax eager readership due to the now 
~~ recognizion of pharm d%&ences between drug ~~~rn~~ 

The book coos&s of four par& Imroductian $2 chapter& The ~t~~~ and ~~ ef S Pure 
Drugs (6 chapter& ~a~~~~~c and ~a~a~y~c E%ffercw Betwaen Drug S%reoisomers (6 ~~~) MI 
Ferspectives on the use of S~~~~e~~c~ly Pure Drugs (4 chapters). Conttibutions to the I6 chapters are made by 19 
authors from North America and Europe. Bach chapter is followed by numerous up-to-date references and throughout 
the quality of the presentations is high. 

The new chapters in this edition include: Enzymatic Synthesis and Rt~olutian of Enantiomerically Pure Compounds 
(Chapter X), Toxicological Consequences and Implications of Stereoselective Biotransformations (Chapter 9), Stereos&c- 
tive Transport Across Epitheha (C%%pter X0) and Assessment of Bioavailability and Bioequivalence of Stereoisomerio Izrugs 
(Chapter 1 i}. The chapter on Stereoselective Protein Binding has been completely rev&ten and new contributions on 
regulatory, industrial, and clinical a$pects of stereoisomeric drugs are Included, 

Perhaps the three revised and expattded chapters on stereoseIective c~~rn~~~~p~ separations will be most of &t&t& 
to the analyst. Here both indirect and direct methods for the ~a~~a~~ resoIution of drug enantiomers are cove& 
and the editor contributes a chapter en NPLC c&al stationary phases Which is ~~o~~t= 

~~~~t the text numerous c&al drugs are examme& propanaioI, ~~rof~~ a&opine* mc&itt% wa~~~~ 
etc. aed a v&c& r&I.&r is devoted to w;rapamis. I&any of &r&I drugs are cover&z ryi&mtiC~ bales 
biochemical c&&al, and j~d~~~. The text is an exc&ent rev&v of the ~~~~ of drug stereo&&&y and is essetttial 
reading for aI those who work in this area. The book is highly priced but it is pad value for money. Highly ~rnrn~~~~~. 

XBF AnaIysIs of Ceram& Mhte& Jnwt AIM MaterIaIsr H. Bt%PtVt”r an<3 0.. @Pf8R, Wiley, Chichester, X99% Pages: 
xv + 298. E45.00 ISBN O-471-93457*7. 

Chapter i is a brief introduction to the book. Chapter 2 deals with apparatus and equipment from very bask itmm such 

as mills, sample splitters, burnen arrd &maces to the choice of spectrometers and analysing crystals. The importattc# of 
proper drying and weighing of samples is discussed. There is also a section on the care of platinum ware. The chapter ends 
with a discussion of the importance of blank determinations. Procedures for the analysis of non-XRF elements am given 
in Chapter 3. These fall into several categories; light elements such as Ci and B which are not readily detected, v&tiles 
such as S, As or Sb and those which alloy with platinum. Chapter 4 is a lengthy discussion of the principles and practice 
of the determination of the loss on ignition, Complications arising from the preaance of carbonate, suiphate and halides 
are comprehensively aired, Fusion procedures, guidance on the choice of Ixuxcs and methods for dealing with diIIleuIt 
ekments folIow in Chapter 5, The attettti~tt giwm to these topics r&e&s their eruciaf role in the execution of reliable 
anaIyses. 

The selection of instrumental ~~rna~~ and the choice of eIeme@ fine are detailed In Chapters 6 and 7, For e&z of 
the eIemema considered zhere is a b~~d~~~o~ ofits use aud ~~ in ozamics foIIowed by the pref~red ~~l~ti~l 
line and instrumem settings (~I~~~to~~ crystal3 counter type and kQ Po&iIe ~~t~f~ are also discussed. 

A standard procedure for the ~~~~rado~ of sam@e beads for ~~l~~t~ materials is given in Chapter 8_ It: is based 
on BS I902 and builds on the information given in the previous chaptern of the book. The importance of rigorously 
following the given methods is stressed, Calibration is very thoroughly treated in Chapter 9. Chapter 10 gives instructions 
an how to present the sample bead to the spectrometer and how to c.&ulate the results. This part of the book cottcludes 
with Chapter 11 which, complementing Chapter 8, describes routine technique8 to be used in conjunction with the lists given 
in the second part. 

The remaining eight chapters whiob make up this second part give summatrix& procedures for the analysis of various 
classes of materials. The classifications are silica/ahrmina, calcium-. maSra&mt- and zircon-rich materials, various oxida 
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glassesI glazes and frits, reduced materials (carbides, nitrides and elements) and, Anally, unknown materials. these are 
supported by a number of appendices which list spa&c techniques for the determination of the loss on ignition and for 
the fusion of a large number of substances ranging from raw materials to produets, Problem elements are also listed here, 
as are certified reference materials. A find ttppandix briefly discusses the desirability of various accreditation schemes. 

It is obvious that a great deal of thought bas been put into the content of the book and the way the material is set out 
in order to make it readi& accessible. At fvst I tkm&t that in some subject areas there was far more detail than was really 
necessary, for exampI% there is even a des&ption of the best way to Sahel spacimens But that was b&ore I have etmountered 
some of the sihier asp&s of ES573k This book is inter&d as a mann& of procadures for use in cantos which wish 
to active arxzeditzttion under this star&at& V you f&how the methods given here you will not only go a fang way towards 
cornp~yi~g with the bureaucra& strictures of Bs3750, but you wiff also prodtree ~~~~ of the highest attainable quality, 
which is not nswssarily the same thing. 

WPLG WW&I-Newer Metho& G, f%TW4AY (editor), VW, New York, 1!392. Pages xii + 336, DMi58.00. ISBN 
3-52748219-X. 

This is an it&xesting book because, as explained in the prefab its purpose is to cover aspects of less well known de&&on 
methods in HPLC w&out di@n of da&&m methods in general use. The content is consistent with the We and the 
book is art in depth se&es of reviews on the newer and ~~~~ lesser used &e&on ~~~o~. Given the 
number and scope of existing texts on ~~~~ used detection printipkes and ~~~~~ it thus provides a u&que and 
valuable addition to the hterature of NPLC. It will provide sthntdating reading for msny practi* ~hro~t~p~ by 
showing the range and potential of what some may term more esoteric i-E%C detection techniques. Methods covered are 
long lived htminescence, chemilumiuesumoe~ photothermal, eWrochemicaI and rteur infrared absorption. The various 
applicxltions of lasers in a range of opffcjtl detection methods are reviewed, particuhrrly in the context of microcolumn 
technology. In reviewing most of these detection methods a good balance has been struck by the various contributors 
between background theory, which may be new to some of us, and applications. fn the chapter dealing with laser 
apphcations to microseparation systems a more general analytical approach is takers and includes sections on analytical 
tigures of merit and concentration and mass sensitivity. The last three chapters each provide substantial coverage of what 
have come to be tailed hyphenated techniques in which additional, usually spectrosoopie, information is obtained about 
the analyte on-line with the separation process. T&e chapter on HPLC/ET-IR reviews principle and equipment design and 
compares anaIytical and microbore ~hro~t~~pby in the context of interfaces needed. The chapter on detection by mass 
s~~rnEt~ out&es the various types of ~~rna~~b~o~er &e&&es that have been developed and gives 
a s&e&ve overview of a~~~o~ of ~~~~~~, ~~~~ng ~~~ on naturaf products. * fast chapter, v&i& 
in the preface is described as “a peek into the future”, outlines progmss in the couphng of HPLC with rmdear maguetic 
resouance. The use of both stopped and contitmous Row are described and a number of appheations are cited. Overati the 
book is well produced and its usefulness is considerably enhanced by the extensive references on each topic. 

R. B. TAYLOR 

$iMmt Gel and Bonded Phases-Their F&M&~ Frqw&s and Use in LC: R, P. W, Scm, Wiley, Chichester, 1993. Page 
xii + 26f. E35.00. ISBN O-471-93985-4. 

This book provides an appropriate companion ~lurne to L&r&2 ~~~?~~~~~ Co4u~ T&er+v by the same author As 
g_wwkwIy, the premt u&me prcwides an birds assess-t ef csrs& knowledge and theory and draws extensively 
on research by the arrthor and co-workers. The m&r part d t&e b&c ciesxib &as as 8 materid for ~r~to~a~~ 
and traces the development of mod&d sihcsa. The last f&v chapters focus rncxe cfosdy on tke diea in ~hr~ato~ph~ 
and explores ideas on mokecufar interactions betwm bonded revmse phase silicas and components of the mob& phase. 

The book starts with a review of the struet~re, preparation and size cIassi%atiort ofsilica gei as a materiat. This provides 
useful background information about the ubiquitous chromatographic mate&i although it is, perhaps, of minimal direct 
use to most chromatographers. Chapter 3 combines coverage of methods for determiniag porosity, surface area and particle 
size distribution with a review of current methods for packing silica gel into chromatography columns including dry and 
slurry packing and also radial compression methods. The next two chapters deal with the chemical nature of the silica 
surface including the techniques used in its study and also the properties of silica gel as a size exclusion material. This leads 
logic@ to a discussion of the interactions of solvents and solutes with the silica get $urface. in Chapters 7 and 8 there 
is excehent coverage of the history and classi~cation of bonded phase silica based me&u&s in&ding the technology for 
their production. 

The last three chapters are devoted to asp&s of reverse phase bonded s&as. Properties such as wetting and stability 
of b&k and brush phases are descr&ed along with a discus&on of sohrte and so&ent interactions with such materials. 
~d~~t~o~ isotherms of various mob& phase ~~n~~ are described ~~~~n~ what are referred to as ion exchange 
reagents, a sensible change from pairing ions. The book con&&s with a t~~~~~e treatment of sohrte ~t~t~o~ 
which it is suggested can help in id~tify~n~ molecular interactions whige pointing out the lack of predictive ~~biljt~= 


